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Introducing the Diploma 
 
What is different about a Diploma? 
 
The Diploma is an exciting opportunity to achieve a new qualification and is set to become one of the 
three main education options alongside GCSEs, and Apprenticeships.  
 
The Diploma allows learners to combine theory with practical experience. The Diploma enables learners 
to explore learning in various locations, like workshops or in another school or College. Learners will be 
able to try out new ideas, problem solve and tackle innovative project work. The Diploma is for all abilities 
and aspirations and enables learners to develop a range of practical and intellectual skills in a work 
related way to realise their full potential. 
 
The Diploma has been developed by schools, colleges, higher education and employers. It helps 
learners explore potential career pathways in areas of interest to them, whilst allowing them to keep their 
options open.  
 
There are three levels of Diploma – Foundation (level 1) , Higher (level 2) and Advanced (level 3) 
Alongside the Advanced Diploma, there is also a Progression Diploma, of smaller size.  
 
In Years 10 and 11 learners will spend two days studying the Diploma, and the rest on GCSE and core 
national curriculum subjects. 
 
What subjects could learners study? 
 
There are three Diploma subjects available in County Durham from September 2009: 
 

·  Creative and Media 
·  Construction and the Built Environment  
·  Engineering 

 
The Diplomas are not yet available in every school or college. Schools will be able to tell learners which 
selected partnerships of schools and colleges are available in their area. If learners need to travel to 
another school or to college for some of their Diploma classes, their school will arrange this. 
 



                 

 
 
 

 
 

How the Diploma works 
Each level of Diploma brings together:  
Principal learning, which is in the theme of the ti tle of the diploma, allows learners to develop 
the knowledge and skills they require for the Diploma they have chosen. 50% of how they learn will 
be by completing tasks, solving problems and being placed in work related situations so learners can 
have the opportunity to put into practice the knowledge and theory they have learnt.  
 
Generic Learning is the same for all Diplomas.  This will help learners achieve a good standard in 
the essential Functional skills of English, maths and ICT which they will need in order to deal with 
everyday life, along with learning about their Diploma subject. Learners will also develop skills like 
teamwork, creative thinking and problem solving that employers, universities and colleges really 
value. 
 
The Diploma will include a range of additional and specialist courses to choose from. These could 
be related to the Diploma, or something that interests the learner and helps them to achieve their 
career ambitions – such as a language, a science or a creative subject. 
 
Each Diploma gives learners the chance to work on a project , giving them the opportunity to put the 
skills they have learnt into practice. The project will depend on their choice of Diploma – for example, 
on a Creative and Media course, they might get involved in designing costumes or a stage set for a 
play. 
 
Finally, the learner will get the opportunity to spend at least 10 days working with an employer, to 
experience what they are learning in a work situation. 

 
How are Diplomas assessed?  

 
All Diplomas will involve both exams and work marked by a teacher. The different parts of 
the Diploma are assessed separately and the results are combined to make up the whole 
Diploma. This means that learners will get credit for each part they achieve, as well as an 
overall grade for the whole diploma. 



                 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What next? 
 
After learners have completed the level of Diploma they 
have chosen, they could go on to do:  
 

·  A higher level Diploma in the same subject  
·  A Diploma in a different subject area 
·  A Levels or a Degree 
·  An Apprenticeship, or another job involving trainin g 
·  A course at a College 
·  Start a job  

  
 
ARE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES GOING TO ACCEPT YOUNG  PEOPLE WITH A 
DIPLOMA? 
 
Yes. Universities and colleges were involved in creating Diplomas, so learners will get the 
skills they need to succeed on a further or higher education course. 
 
Completing a Diploma can be the first step towards college or university. An Advanced 
Diploma will be worth the same number of UCAS points as 3.5 A levels when applying to 
go to university.  
 
DOES COMPLETING A DIPLOMA PREPARE YOUNG PEOPLE FOR A JOB? 
 
The Diploma was developed with the help of employers to give learners the essential skills, 
knowledge and experience needed to do well in the working world. Over 5,000 businesses, 
from Toyota to Barnardos, have been involved so far. 
 
Because learners get the opportunity to learn in different settings, including the work place, 
they can develop essential skills that employers really value. 
 
Studying an Advanced Diploma will mean learners have more to offer once they start a 
career, and will help them earn more over their lifetime.   
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Edexcel  
Construction and the Built Environment 
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Edexcel  
Creative and Media 

��
������������	�
����
�����-
��������
�
��
��
������$������
��+�
	�
���������������
(� #� �����������
����
�����

������	
����������������
����
�������
���������
	���
��
���#������
������
�����
���
�
����
��

�������
��
����������"�����	
����
	
������	������
����%��������$��%������
����
��+ � ������������
�
����	����
��������
�	�
����������������

�
�	����
�������
���&������
���������	�
�������
�&������

�
����
��	
����������
��	������
�	
�����������������	��	
��
���
�'�����
��������
�#������
��������������
 #� ���������
�����	
���������

��������	
��	����
����
��
	���
���!��
��������
	�
�
����
�����
��
�
�����	���

��
��	��
��
	�
����
��
���
��
������
��
�����
 #�
 ��������
�
���������	�
�����������������
��

�
���	����
�	
��
�����������
��
����������
������

��������������������	��
����	
����	
��(���	�
�����	�������	�
����
������
�
���
�����)*�������
	
����	
����������	����	
���
������������
�������
�����	

���
������	�������������
��	����
��������

��$�
���������	����������	
���
��
�����������������������
������
����	
��
�������������	�
����������	���
����������
����
�����
����
�����������
���	
�����
�����	

�
��
����
���
������
����+�	��,,�����	����
���
������	��
�������	���&
����������!��
���
�&�����
����	
����������
���"���
�
�����
���
��
���	
����	
��(���	������������!����%�
���������
��������������������������
������
����	
��
����������
���	

�����	
�
�����������
������
 

The Diploma in Creative and Media allows choice from t he following disciplines:  
2D Visual Art  Footwear  Advertising  Photo 

Imaging 
Product 
Design  

 

Audio and Radio  Computer 
Games 

Craft  Television  Animation  Drama 

3D Visual Art  Graphic Design  Fashion  Textiles  Film   
Music  Interactive 

Media (incl Web 
Design) 

Publishing 
& Printing 

Creative 
Writing 

Dance  
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Edexcel  
Engineering 
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